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Ethnic Cultu re, | Portrayal of Women Durl.ng. Partition
| Through the Novel of Bapsi Sidhwa’s Jce

Identity and Conflict : |

Problems and ]P’lr(o)slpne‘«c ts
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Ihe Partition of India is the most momentum event in the Indian history. This event
11n a mass migration that left millions of people dead, displaced and dehumanized in
est10 crave out two nation states divided by arbitrary sectarian lines. For many South
tis hard to dissociate independence from British rule and the promise of a new
ning from widespread destruction that followed decolonization.
I'he borders were drawn on the basis of religion between India and Pakistan, but for
enturies in this country Hindus and Muslims lived together and within of the
‘ncement a mass migration took place, prompting more than 14 million people to leave
homes. their lives, friends, families and almost everything. Many Muslims in India
1o the newly born Pakistan and many Hindus and Sikhs in Pakistan migrated to
ng one of the most traumatic events of the 20™ century history. It was not just
vide or adivision of properties, of assets and liabilities it is what Urvashi Blftalia in
as “Division of Hearts". The division which is known as the parfllion .Of
* “ynonymous with trauma fuelled by the reckless mismanagement of an |mpe.nal
one of the bizarre line ever drawn across a map that divides one natior! into
tseparated families across an arbitrary border, sometimes overnight anc{ made it practically
vle for people to know if their parents, sisters, children were alive or dead on the

Official narratives and the histories are not sufficient for a compr_ehcn'swc
tanding of the partition, Even they fail to impart a fraction of the enormity of the

ragedy. Statistics also fail to tell us how women must have felt Whl'|€ drowmnlg
1 wells, also official narratives fail to reflect the trauma that ordinary people

"d, at the same time how people coped and rebuild their lives, how their experience of

*alion and iferings of women shaped them for life. Official narratives have ﬁ;:
Editars " “lent about the sufferings of the women whp were the worst suﬂ'ﬂ?n 0 P

by and it does not reflect the identity crisis that the innocent people and ordinary m
ol l<‘()ycs Md Malik ’J.” the time of this division. This ethnic violence has witnessed two kinds of gender-

A viole ' e
I)ipak Kumar [)oley Violence Firstly, women have to endured violence from male members of oppos
Ethnic Culture, Identity llu! Confliet: Pmbllpa and Prospects .
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