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Bamboo Industry and Potential for Sustainable
Economic Development in Assam

Q Panchalee Baishya*

INTRODUCTION:

Bamboo is one of the major resource of Assam whose full p
needs to be gnised , developed and p d in a manner ensuring ecological security for all
round sustainable development of the state and the livelihood security of its people. As per some
recent survey conducted , the bamboo has over 1500 documented uses in India , it is primarily
meant for making paper pulp ( 35%) , apart from uses like housing ( 20%) , non residential uses (
5%) . rural uses ( 20%) , fuel ( 8.5%) , packing , including baskets ( 5%) , transport ( 1.5%) ,
furniture ( 1%) other wood industries ( 1%) , other ( 3%) . Total bamboo area in Assam is about
2.23 million hectares under bamboo. Assam is naturally abundant in the ' Green Gold'. The main
bamboo growing areas of Assam are the districts of Cachar , Karbi Angling , North Cachar Hills
. Nagaon and Lakhimpur. Bamboo is a raw material of great versatility and forms an internal part
of the culture,, life style of the people and the economy of Assam since time immemorial. There is
mention in History about Green Gold made products of Assam during the time of Bhaskar Varman
( early part of the 7th Century AD) the king of Assam. In the 21st Century also, bamboo products
of the State are made mainly at cottage industry level , as no value addition or diversification in a
major way has taken place. Assam has ample scope for bamboo based industries like paper
manufacturing industry , since the region has the highest concentration of bamboo i.e around 60%
of the total bamboo of the country. Out of the 130 bamboo species available in India, 34 species
are available in Assam. The raw stock of bamboo is valued at about Rs. 400 crores. Unfortunately,
uses of bamboo have been local and traditional. With value additions of even two times about Rs
8000 crore can casily be generated in Assam from bamboo on an annual basis. Bamboo has the
potential to replace wood on many grounds. Not only huge economic potential, it has many other
potential too. Bamboo flooring is a trend in voguc, stain resistant, environmental friendly. Bamboo
is also increasingly used for making cabinets and panels. Bamboo ch | has found e i
. Many nutritious and active minerals can be extracted

and

| and | T

use in
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employment but also earn a huge amount of revenue to the
of 35-43 state. But the industry has not got proper attention as it deserves yet. These industries need
exposure and people related to these industries need proper vocational training to help the
ndustries flourish. Skill developments of the employees related to these industries are the
utmost need of the hour. Because of its eco- friendly characteristic it is seen as a new way of
sustainable development. And in the era of globalisation we should definitely look up to the
sustainable products for a better future. In spite of all the bamboo industry still today alsc lacks
behind. In 2019, the Assam cabinet approved the Assam Bamboo and Cane policy for better
utilisation of these resources but there are still many loopholes in the path to of development
of such industry.
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